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BIG Event 2012 

Wed 25 – Fri 27 July 2012

National Railway Museum, York


Session Proposals – Form and Guidelines
	The British Interactive Group Annual Event is a prestigious conference that brings together 150+ STEM engagement and associated professionals from across the UK and beyond to share skills and experiences, develop professional links and keep up-to-date with the STEM engagement field. 

The BIG Event is a truly hands-on and participatory conference where STEM engagement practitioners of all kinds showcase their materials and activities and exchange ideas with others in the field. BIG encourages delegates to use the Event for peer review, sharing ideas and renewing enthusiasm for the work they do. 

“Hooking up with like-minded people at the BIG Event makes my work so much easier. For supporting me in my career, it’s the best” 2011 delegate.

BIG Event delegates/session contributors receive one year’s membership to BIG. This give access to regular events and training courses on issues relevant to science communication and informal science education, news, discussion forums and opportunities for networking and sharing of information and views. For a full list of benefits please see http://www.big.uk.com/about


Deadline for session proposals: 3 February 2012 
Delegate registrations for the BIG Event will open on 6 February 2012. 

About the sessions
· Session durations vary from one to two hours depending on format.
· All sessions will be convened by a member of the BIG Executive Committee or Skills Day team. The convener will open the session and introduce the speakers, assist in facilitating any discussion elements, and keep the session to time. 

· Standard equipment will be provided by the Event (laptop, projector etc.); all other materials must be supplied by you. Please contact us if you have any questions. 
· The BIG Executive Committee reserves the right to programme sessions on any of the Event days and make changes to the programme where necessary. 

· Participants do not choose sessions in advance. Speakers should plan for an audience of 20-40 people. A maximum limit can also be set (ie for a workshop where materials will be limited)

· Speakers are greatly encouraged to attend the event for the full day that they are presenting.

Creating a session

· We very much welcome sessions that have been created in partnership or bring together different organisations. A key way for delegates to find collaborators and resources is the BIG-chat email list. Email admin@big.uk.com for more information. 
We are happy to discuss your session in advance and the facilities available. Please email Rachel Mason at event@big.uk.com.

Please submit your session proposal to Rachel Mason event@big.uk.com
Session Proposal 
	Session Title 




	Summary - Please briefly describe the session. This is the information that will be provided to delegates in the programme so please consider what sort of information you would need as a delegate (50-150 words).



	Duration - please indicate which of the following formats the session will take so that a suitable space can be provided. 

· 1 hour

· 1 ½ hour

· 2 hour

· Other (please describe in notes section below)




	Lead contact - this is who will receive correspondence about the session arrangements and is responsible for ensuring other participants are fully informed.

	Name
	

	Job title
	

	Organisation
	

	Email
	

	Tel.
	


	Other participants - you can give an outline of participants and add to this at a later date. Add more participants if you need to.

	Name
	

	Job title
	

	Organisation
	

	Email
	

	Name
	

	Job title
	

	Organisation
	

	Email
	


	Format - please indicate which of the following formats the session will take so that a suitable space can be provided.

· Discussion session – theatre/cabaret style

· Laboratory workshop (including ‘Live-lab’ wet workshop)

· Science Theatre show

· Exhibit/prop workshop

· Activity on the exhibition floor

· Skills surgery (one-to-one meeting with booked delegate)

· Other (please describe in notes section below)




	Notes - please tell us here anything else you think we need to know at this stage (max 200 words)



Please submit your session proposal to Rachel Mason event@big.uk.com
Deadline: 3 February 2012
